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The arrival of the east European media 
Not content with beating England at football, Russians are transforming 
the British mediascape, along with Poles, Czechs and Lithuanians. Meg 
Carter reports on the arrival of the east European media 
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There are now an estimated 250,000 Russian speakers in Britain and well 
over a million Poles – enough to merit a personal visit from politicians 
campaigning for Poland's snap general elections on 21 October. But it's not 
just Russians and Poles who are swelling the number of east Europeans 
coming to live and work here, and a burgeoning media group is now seeking 
to serve them.

In May 2004 the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Slovakia and Slovenia – who, together with Poland, are known as "the 
accession eight" – joined the European Union and got unfettered access to 
the UK job market.

Between May 2004 and June 2007, 683,000 people from these nations 
registered to work in the UK, Home Office figures show (although unofficial 
estimates suggest that the number of eastern Europeans now living in Britain 
is far higher).

Although Poles remain the largest group – a legacy of historic links between 
the two countries which were strengthened during the Second World War 
when the Polish government was established in London – the number of 
Russians, Bulgarians, Latvians and Lithuanians are growing fast.

Small wonder, then, that entrepreneurs, established media players, 
advertising agencies and brand owners are queuing up to cash in on the 
eastern European pound.

The London-based Russian media entrepreneur Elena Ragozhina, founder of 
Russian-language newspaper London-INFO, was one of the first to identify 
the potential market represented by the UK's half a million or so Russian 
speakers.

Three years ago, she launched New Style, a Russian-language lifestyle 
magazine aimed at affluent expats, part of a stable of titles produced by her 
firm, Russian Media Company. "When people arrive in the UK they want to fit 
in with the English way of doing things, but they also want to keep in contact 
with their traditions and what's going on in their old country," Ragozhina 
explains.

Bulgarians in the UK have their own newspaper, too. Budlinik has been 
published fortnightly since 2002 and is a digest of political, trade and cultural 
stories from back home plus tips on acclimatising to life in the UK. Lithuanians 
here have infoZONA, while Czechs and Slovaks have Echo Magazin.

But it is the UK's Polish community that is best-served with print media. The 
morning newspaper Dziennik Polski has an estimated 30,000 readers. Other 
titles include the weekly Polish Express, published by Fortis Media, which 
recently launched an entertainment tabloid, Laif, and a glossy magazine, 
Panorama. Another popular magazine is Goniec Polski.
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Dublin's Evening Herald has introduced a Polish-language pullout, the Polski 
Herald, and other titles, including the Reading Chronicle, have since followed 
suit.

Traditionally, expat media set up to serve migrants have evolved out of local 
newsletters created and circulated in areas where new migrants first settle – 
typically, places close to churches or cultural centres.

The internet has accelerated this process, however, enabling the rapid 
development of a range of online media – from community websites such as 
the Latvian portal www.labrit.co.uk and www.pohyby.co.uk, a website for 
Czechs and Slovaks in Britain, as well as online versions of the Russian 
London Courier, online radio and even internet TV.

What's more, expats can easily access online spin-offs from familiar TV and 
print media brands and news wire services from back home.

Interest from Czech migrants living overseas, for example, was one factor in 
the recent expansion of Aktalne.cz, the Czech Republic's first exclusively 
online daily news service, which was launched by Centrum.cz in November 
2005. It offers multimedia coverage in partnership with Czech Television and 
Reuters. Internet TV serving eastern European migrants is another growth 
market. Already, Poles in Britain can access the web channel PL-TV. "This is 
an information service for what's on and where to go, to help Polish 
immigrants in the UK and help challenge stereotypes," according to PL-TV.
com's editor-in-chief, Tom Tyranowicz.

Radio Orla, one of two Anglo-Polish radio stations – the other is Radio Hey 
Now – attracts 25,000 listeners a week with programming in English, Polish 
and Slovak.

The station launched in May last year on the internet, and last month began 
transmitting on FM following a tie-up with the west London local radio station 
Hayes FM 91.8, in whose catchment area live an estimated 30,000 Poles.

"We saw an opportunity when the BBC realigned the World Service in 2005 
and scrapped many of its eastern European language services – services 
many eastern Europeans in the UK listened to via the internet," says Radio 
Orla's managing director George Musgrave, who was born in Britain to Polish 
parents.

"Today, we are encouraged by the growing interest in what we have to offer, 
and are now in discussion with Slovaks and Romanians to develop their own 
radio language services for expats in the UK," he says. "Although, until the 
numbers of each nationality reach critical mass, the best route is podcasting 
rather than launching a full-blown radio service."

Established broadcasters, too, are waking up to the changing make-up of their 
audiences. BBC Coventry and Warwickshire, for example, airs a weekly show 
called Poles Apart, aimed at first-generation Polish immigrants. The British 
market for eastern European TV is also growing. Earlier this year, a service 
called Simply Global TV was set up in the UK, offering eastern Europeans 
packages of broadcast channels from back home relayed live via the internet.

Meanwhile, a Latvian business called Baltic Media Alliance has received a TV 
licence from Ofcom for two services: the First Baltic Channel and the First 
Baltic Music Channel. Although both are yet to launch here, First Baltic 
already operates satellite channels in Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania.

The British research consultancy Ethnic Focus/STRC is one of a number of 
marketing service agencies gearing up to advise clients on the UK's emerging 
eastern European market. Earlier this year, the company set up an eastern 
European research unit and now conducts a monthly consumer survey called 
Eastern European Tracker.

"The demographics of ethnicity are changing rapidly," explains its research 
director, Saber Khan. "By 2012, we estimate that 51 per cent of the London 
population will be from an ethnic minority – and eastern Europeans will 
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account for a significant chunk of this."

For ethnic marketing specialists such as Mediareach, Media Moghuls and the 
mainstream media consultancy Vizeum, targeting eastern Europeans in 
Britain involves a mix of community marketing and promotions, postcode-
targeted direct mail and outdoor advertising, as well as eastern European 
language ad campaigns.

Money-transfer services and government departments tend to be the first 
advertisers to target each new wave of migrants arriving in the UK.

Today, though, high-street banks, led by HSBC and Barclays, and the mobile 
phone company Orange are actively recruiting staff from and targeting 
advertising to eastern Europeans working and living in the UK. Meanwhile, 
retailers including Tesco and Sainsbury are stocking a range of eastern 
European food products in their stores.

"Media is limited for some of these groups, but growing fast," says Patricia 
Macauley, head of black and ethnic minority communications at the Central 
Office of Information, which has run eastern European campaigns promoting 
the minimum wage and LearnDirect.

"Outdoor is also good, as we can now pinpoint sites down to the exact streets 
where people live and the specialist shops – delicatessens, for example – that 
they regularly use."

Interesting? Click here to explore further

Advertiser Links...

Medical Insurance  | HDTV  | New Car  | Football  |  

Media Jobs 
Search all the latest media & PR jobs online with Brand Republic.... 
Jobs.BrandRepublic.com

Mobile Phone Accessories 
Samsung G600 accessories now in store at Realtech Accessories.... 
www.realtechaccess.co.uk

Mobile Phone Accessories 
Massive range of mobile phone accessories at fantastic prices.... 
www.mobilefun.co.uk

Also in this section 

●     Matthew Norman's Media Diary 

●     Helen Boaden: The good news or the bad news? 

●     Stephen Glover on the press 

●     Smart thinking is the key to a stylish press 

●     Alex Graham on broadcasting 

   
 A A A 

Terms of Use | Privacy Policy | Privacy Policy | Corrections | Sign up for our free daily news update | 
Freelance contributions | RSS Feeds | Work for INM | Contact us | LondonCareers.net | 
CanaryWharfCareers.co.uk | 

 
 
© 2007 Independent News and Media Limited 

 

http://news.independent.co.uk/media/article3081864.ece (3 sur 3) [22/10/2007 23:54:31]

http://searchmarketing.yahoo.co.uk/en_GB/arp/srch.php
http://www.independent.co.uk/search/simple.do?publicationId=55&includeSectionId=38&xsuccessUrl=index.jsp%3FtemplateName%3Dresult&xerrorUrl=index.jsp%3FtemplateName%3Dresult&searchEngineName=lucySearch1&includeSubSections=true&pageLength=25&articleType=news&sortString=by_date_desc&maxRows=500&searchType=web&linkspots=true&searchString=Medical Insurance
http://www.independent.co.uk/search/simple.do?publicationId=55&includeSectionId=38&xsuccessUrl=index.jsp%3FtemplateName%3Dresult&xerrorUrl=index.jsp%3FtemplateName%3Dresult&searchEngineName=lucySearch1&includeSubSections=true&pageLength=25&articleType=news&sortString=by_date_desc&maxRows=500&searchType=web&linkspots=true&searchString=HDTV
http://www.independent.co.uk/search/simple.do?publicationId=55&includeSectionId=38&xsuccessUrl=index.jsp%3FtemplateName%3Dresult&xerrorUrl=index.jsp%3FtemplateName%3Dresult&searchEngineName=lucySearch1&includeSubSections=true&pageLength=25&articleType=news&sortString=by_date_desc&maxRows=500&searchType=web&linkspots=true&searchString=New Car
http://www.independent.co.uk/search/simple.do?publicationId=55&includeSectionId=38&xsuccessUrl=index.jsp%3FtemplateName%3Dresult&xerrorUrl=index.jsp%3FtemplateName%3Dresult&searchEngineName=lucySearch1&includeSubSections=true&pageLength=25&articleType=news&sortString=by_date_desc&maxRows=500&searchType=web&linkspots=true&searchString=Football
http://ypn-c230.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=kkRnDaNZT6p2zoW4vA1lKqJY9C2kn3EDujpgmmhN-LXJA8eZADWE4-JeQwf1A266slUbKxZZ6aw3h15lkZGBTXc_jWojqRidYZQo9AZ2xNqgs-Z5NX0WBAdc9bAMnITHhGqshZpHGvdLP--tWpZ53QNYSMe18z4yRPGOLMsh8ibvA8407uf9dYUgEOcckX0ElEvZUWrtElf7fuqhBa180ucDaeG_H2XmVPfO7lUXLgdcJOgHQFjsqgdrAKlgsYiyIrZ_P79ZThy-ODxEFpeMwqukdFH9GbPRNx7QIUbwfUy0DTy_Cdg7q4ygbA8DI6BIeR3J1l3cx3vkDhpAbBjUclGel5VQ9UMO9m5TrpKdh93HHDVeLfvfHjtRWE_nUQZ9prnd1TZ61hj6U6w7XLywgAWpMFg6fq6TU4Wl88fUKBJpftokYFD_Rid2HRLH_con5IIpkOr5UYg016ztEIFHJtAv4FID34fgSrWdy3-knIMgG-CVXByP7Mgy9PUJDKvpnxj-4R80KOY
http://ypn-c230.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=kkRnDaNZT6p2zoW4vA1lKqJY9C2kn3EDujpgmmhN-LXJA8eZADWE4-JeQwf1A266slUbKxZZ6aw3h15lkZGBTXc_jWojqRidYZQo9AZ2xNqgs-Z5NX0WBAdc9bAMnITHhGqshZpHGvdLP--tWpZ53QNYSMe18z4yRPGOLMsh8ibvA8407uf9dYUgEOcckX0ElEvZUWrtElf7fuqhBa180ucDaeG_H2XmVPfO7lUXLgdcJOgHQFjsqgdrAKlgsYiyIrZ_P79ZThy-ODxEFpeMwqukdFH9GbPRNx7QIUbwfUy0DTy_Cdg7q4ygbA8DI6BIeR3J1l3cx3vkDhpAbBjUclGel5VQ9UMO9m5TrpKdh93HHDVeLfvfHjtRWE_nUQZ9prnd1TZ61hj6U6w7XLywgAWpMFg6fq6TU4Wl88fUKBJpftokYFD_Rid2HRLH_con5IIpkOr5UYg016ztEIFHJtAv4FID34fgSrWdy3-knIMgG-CVXByP7Mgy9PUJDKvpnxj-4R80KOY
http://ypn-c230.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=kkRnDaNZT6p2zoW4vA1lKqJY9C2kn3EDujpgmmhN-LXJA8eZADWE4-JeQwf1A266slUbKxZZ6aw3h15lkZGBTXc_jWojqRidYZQo9AZ2xNqgs-Z5NX0WBAdc9bAMnITHhGqshZpHGvdLP--tWpZ53QNYSMe18z4yRPGOLMsh8ibvA8407uf9dYUgEOcckX0ElEvZUWrtElf7fuqhBa180ucDaeG_H2XmVPfO7lUXLgdcJOgHQFjsqgdrAKlgsYiyIrZ_P79ZThy-ODxEFpeMwqukdFH9GbPRNx7QIUbwfUy0DTy_Cdg7q4ygbA8DI6BIeR3J1l3cx3vkDhpAbBjUclGel5VQ9UMO9m5TrpKdh93HHDVeLfvfHjtRWE_nUQZ9prnd1TZ61hj6U6w7XLywgAWpMFg6fq6TU4Wl88fUKBJpftokYFD_Rid2HRLH_con5IIpkOr5UYg016ztEIFHJtAv4FID34fgSrWdy3-knIMgG-CVXByP7Mgy9PUJDKvpnxj-4R80KOY
http://ypn-c230.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=DJl0B6_VvY4zV70QLGxSMBVldgQzXgvghwfy3zitjkjaBBUCaHUGoozmpRCM66gOjxTjy8YKmNLv9b5tcbJrDgQXg_hVz5kj0HkS2Q4Ue0FNfhWTEQp7RazqIfpZdaBtgQCbH9Dsql2ws5u0X4f0DoN1iSU3uNqdlHMS1puUctyz1rZ3BIN5OquwTt--fPx1GpZXM238bYyBCFwPP3BNe__-A5LFcB0UnSRL0IWETf0gq1YNLrGqxrXRUwzf7IWA_3EmUBbZbdOdyum-qYe2fq9dBHJ688p6XfjgOXdSNaq3AGt7saX0RIimjGfJhy3vYLIoAvk9AvbyHrjLebIkTW6sXWN9CudckMb69C78i9bnjxh45v1LhZ6Kf8xiBXN7RovcI6LvoP09RYYAbWeU0_C_dFRwZFa4JS5jk5QI7BQKzPQE_PemcrzmzkEeCXRdD-967cgUzRI-P5z2I7HDyHtTYKuqUHtcEq6JuQb1G1gCN7Jm1W7eTBnckP_HKiB0ZW--Tn0U3Ks
http://ypn-c230.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=DJl0B6_VvY4zV70QLGxSMBVldgQzXgvghwfy3zitjkjaBBUCaHUGoozmpRCM66gOjxTjy8YKmNLv9b5tcbJrDgQXg_hVz5kj0HkS2Q4Ue0FNfhWTEQp7RazqIfpZdaBtgQCbH9Dsql2ws5u0X4f0DoN1iSU3uNqdlHMS1puUctyz1rZ3BIN5OquwTt--fPx1GpZXM238bYyBCFwPP3BNe__-A5LFcB0UnSRL0IWETf0gq1YNLrGqxrXRUwzf7IWA_3EmUBbZbdOdyum-qYe2fq9dBHJ688p6XfjgOXdSNaq3AGt7saX0RIimjGfJhy3vYLIoAvk9AvbyHrjLebIkTW6sXWN9CudckMb69C78i9bnjxh45v1LhZ6Kf8xiBXN7RovcI6LvoP09RYYAbWeU0_C_dFRwZFa4JS5jk5QI7BQKzPQE_PemcrzmzkEeCXRdD-967cgUzRI-P5z2I7HDyHtTYKuqUHtcEq6JuQb1G1gCN7Jm1W7eTBnckP_HKiB0ZW--Tn0U3Ks
http://ypn-c230.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=DJl0B6_VvY4zV70QLGxSMBVldgQzXgvghwfy3zitjkjaBBUCaHUGoozmpRCM66gOjxTjy8YKmNLv9b5tcbJrDgQXg_hVz5kj0HkS2Q4Ue0FNfhWTEQp7RazqIfpZdaBtgQCbH9Dsql2ws5u0X4f0DoN1iSU3uNqdlHMS1puUctyz1rZ3BIN5OquwTt--fPx1GpZXM238bYyBCFwPP3BNe__-A5LFcB0UnSRL0IWETf0gq1YNLrGqxrXRUwzf7IWA_3EmUBbZbdOdyum-qYe2fq9dBHJ688p6XfjgOXdSNaq3AGt7saX0RIimjGfJhy3vYLIoAvk9AvbyHrjLebIkTW6sXWN9CudckMb69C78i9bnjxh45v1LhZ6Kf8xiBXN7RovcI6LvoP09RYYAbWeU0_C_dFRwZFa4JS5jk5QI7BQKzPQE_PemcrzmzkEeCXRdD-967cgUzRI-P5z2I7HDyHtTYKuqUHtcEq6JuQb1G1gCN7Jm1W7eTBnckP_HKiB0ZW--Tn0U3Ks
http://ypn-c230.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=3pkkg_8TU5smwF0nvblXbiXc2IBPT8hGjMz-u7Zddtc5sT3SE0p_xFMMLS-_WSo3Hw5jnWvqW_QbjKEt1ai--TG3BHZowmZPm0fL7fkJN1zxnvAIAZH7JvIel__uqIonUc4oSgyTaRGmQNyv2Yw4oijcSzh_JTFhiNAYrq7aHO5XHVxUF0iNdvAoHIsO9OW-h1v12oaIUPyDace7YeNQjoNbczuSvYim8I7b5_Cblb57qnwAk1VKzriw6OJtxdgQqIwlaaXAYUD1hDOUBIuExA2zVK1i276gd0eLgS-jOP-11eeV1IXuD7aMIBv3N8L79rRePGCpcy4VjuMqXNT88Jcd111nkJeDzdszHPZst7yKQx_nzMMC3DBMuqhki6NJPTZootNI9U1NrjyvVOqHergvzyGbZUzHkbTvpaXjPka4ba0I2PQ2EK3nUSdPZNo4X6xJNborZ-az0X10khX87DMbSIVhHXirZsB_tf8kZNQCejB-cLUindFTQwjHt7eQ
http://ypn-c230.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=3pkkg_8TU5smwF0nvblXbiXc2IBPT8hGjMz-u7Zddtc5sT3SE0p_xFMMLS-_WSo3Hw5jnWvqW_QbjKEt1ai--TG3BHZowmZPm0fL7fkJN1zxnvAIAZH7JvIel__uqIonUc4oSgyTaRGmQNyv2Yw4oijcSzh_JTFhiNAYrq7aHO5XHVxUF0iNdvAoHIsO9OW-h1v12oaIUPyDace7YeNQjoNbczuSvYim8I7b5_Cblb57qnwAk1VKzriw6OJtxdgQqIwlaaXAYUD1hDOUBIuExA2zVK1i276gd0eLgS-jOP-11eeV1IXuD7aMIBv3N8L79rRePGCpcy4VjuMqXNT88Jcd111nkJeDzdszHPZst7yKQx_nzMMC3DBMuqhki6NJPTZootNI9U1NrjyvVOqHergvzyGbZUzHkbTvpaXjPka4ba0I2PQ2EK3nUSdPZNo4X6xJNborZ-az0X10khX87DMbSIVhHXirZsB_tf8kZNQCejB-cLUindFTQwjHt7eQ
http://ypn-c230.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=3pkkg_8TU5smwF0nvblXbiXc2IBPT8hGjMz-u7Zddtc5sT3SE0p_xFMMLS-_WSo3Hw5jnWvqW_QbjKEt1ai--TG3BHZowmZPm0fL7fkJN1zxnvAIAZH7JvIel__uqIonUc4oSgyTaRGmQNyv2Yw4oijcSzh_JTFhiNAYrq7aHO5XHVxUF0iNdvAoHIsO9OW-h1v12oaIUPyDace7YeNQjoNbczuSvYim8I7b5_Cblb57qnwAk1VKzriw6OJtxdgQqIwlaaXAYUD1hDOUBIuExA2zVK1i276gd0eLgS-jOP-11eeV1IXuD7aMIBv3N8L79rRePGCpcy4VjuMqXNT88Jcd111nkJeDzdszHPZst7yKQx_nzMMC3DBMuqhki6NJPTZootNI9U1NrjyvVOqHergvzyGbZUzHkbTvpaXjPka4ba0I2PQ2EK3nUSdPZNo4X6xJNborZ-az0X10khX87DMbSIVhHXirZsB_tf8kZNQCejB-cLUindFTQwjHt7eQ
http://news.independent.co.uk/media/article3081860.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/media/article3081861.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/media/article3081862.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/media/article3081863.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/media/article3081865.ece
javascript:printWindow()
http://news.independent.co.uk/article293769.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/article293771.ece
javascript:setActiveStyleSheet('normal');
javascript:setActiveStyleSheet('large');
javascript:setActiveStyleSheet('x-large');
http://news.independent.co.uk/article294419.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/article294422.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/article294422.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/corrections/
http://news.independent.co.uk/article293769.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/article294441.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/article293771.ece
http://www.independent.co.uk/vacancies/
http://news.independent.co.uk/article293866.ece
http://www.londoncareers.net/
http://www.canarywharfcareers.co.uk/

	news.independent.co.uk
	The arrival of the east European media - Independent Online Edition > Media


